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Understanding the  
Common Core State 

Standards 



How did these standards come to be?  
A little history….. 

When I was growing up…… 

•  -1982 

A Nation At Risk ‒ 1983 
•  “…the United States is under challenge from many 
quarters….” 
•  “…we appear to be near the bottom’ at the high 
school level [internationally] 



How did these standards come to be?  
A little history……. 

•  Na#onal	
  Assessment	
  of	
  Educa#onal	
  Progress	
  
(aka:	
  NAEP;	
  the	
  “na#on’s	
  report	
  card”)	
  	
  
– 1990	
  	
  
– 1994	
  	
  
– Delaine	
  Eas#n	
  



How did these standards come to be?  
A little history….. 

•  Governor	
  Pete	
  Wilson	
  –	
  1995	
  

– AB	
  265;	
  California	
  Assessment	
  of	
  Academic	
  
Achievement	
  Act	
  -­‐	
  1996	
  

– Commission	
  of	
  the	
  Establishment	
  of	
  Academic	
  
Content	
  and	
  Performance	
  Standards	
  (Academic	
  
Standards	
  Commission)	
  



How did these standards come to be? 

•Created	
  by	
  the	
  Council	
  of	
  Chief	
  State	
  School	
  
Officers	
  and	
  the	
  Na5onal	
  Governor’s	
  
Associa5on	
  Center	
  for	
  Best	
  Prac5ces	
  	
  
•	
  Provide	
  common	
  expecta5ons	
  	
  

•	
  Provide	
  a	
  progression	
  of	
  knowledge	
  and	
  skills	
  

•	
  Research-­‐based	
  and	
  interna5onally	
  
benchmarked	
  





California’s Common Core Content Standards 

4	
  Strands	
  for	
  ELA	
  

Reading	
   Wri#ng	
   Speaking	
  and	
  
Listening	
   Language	
  



California’s Common Core Content Standards 

3	
  Major	
  Areas	
  in	
  the	
  	
  
Reading	
  Strand	
  

Reading	
  Standards	
  
for	
  Literature	
  K-­‐12	
  

Reading	
  Standards	
  
for	
  Informa#onal	
  

Text	
  K-­‐12	
  

Founda#onal	
  
Skills	
  K-­‐5	
  



How to Read California’s 
CCSS in English Language Arts 



California’s Common Core Content Standards 

Reading	
  Stand	
  Major	
  Area	
  #1	
  
Reading	
  Standards	
  for	
  Literature	
  

4	
  Anchor	
  Standards	
  (Same	
  for	
  all	
  the	
  Grades)	
  
10	
  Grade	
  –Specific	
  Standards	
  

Key	
  Ideas	
  and	
  
Details	
  

3	
  Grade-­‐Specific	
  
Standards	
  	
  

Cra^	
  and	
  
Structure	
  

3	
  Grade-­‐Specific	
  
Standards	
  

Integra#on	
  of	
  
Knowledge	
  and	
  

Ideas	
  

3	
  Grade-­‐Specific	
  
Standards	
  

Range	
  of	
  Reading	
  
and	
  Level	
  of	
  Text	
  

Complexity	
  

1	
  Grade-­‐Specific	
  
Standard	
  



How to Read California’s 
CCSS in English Language Arts 



California’s Common Core Content Standards 
Reading	
  Strand	
  Major	
  Area	
  #2	
  

Reading	
  Standards	
  for	
  Informa3onal	
  Text	
  	
  	
  
4	
  Anchor	
  Standards	
  (Same	
  for	
  all	
  the	
  Grades)	
  

10	
  Grade	
  –Specific	
  Standards	
  

Key	
  Ideas	
  and	
  
Details	
  

3	
  Grade-­‐Specific	
  
Standards	
  	
  

Cra^	
  and	
  
Structure	
  

3	
  Grade-­‐Specific	
  
Standards	
  

Integra#on	
  of	
  
Knowledge	
  and	
  

Ideas	
  

3	
  Grade-­‐Specific	
  
Standards	
  

Range	
  of	
  Reading	
  
and	
  Level	
  of	
  Text	
  

Complexity	
  

1	
  Grade-­‐Specific	
  
Standard	
  



California’s Common Core Content Standards 

Reading	
  Strand	
  Major	
  Area	
  #3	
  (K-­‐5	
  Only!)	
  
Reading	
  Standards:	
  Founda3onal	
  Skills	
  K-­‐5	
  	
  	
  
4	
  Anchor	
  Standards	
  (Same	
  for	
  all	
  the	
  Grades)	
  

4	
  Grade	
  –Specific	
  Standards	
  

Print	
  Concepts	
  

K-­‐1	
  Only!	
  

1	
  Grade-­‐Specific	
  
Standard	
  	
  

Phonological	
  
Awareness	
  

K-­‐1	
  Only!	
  

1	
  Grade-­‐Specific	
  
Standard	
  

Phonics	
  and	
  Word	
  
Recogni#on	
  

K-­‐5	
  

1	
  Grade-­‐Specific	
  
Standard	
  

Fluency	
  

K-­‐5	
  

1	
  Grade-­‐Specific	
  
Standard	
  



California’s Common Core Content Standards 

Wri3ng	
  Standards	
  	
  
4	
  Anchor	
  Standards	
  (Same	
  for	
  all	
  the	
  Grades)	
  

10	
  Grade	
  –Specific	
  Standards	
  

Text	
  Types	
  and	
  
Purposes	
  

3	
  Grade-­‐Specific	
  
Standards	
  

Produc#on	
  and	
  
Distribu#on	
  of	
  

Wri#ng	
  

3	
  Grade-­‐Specific	
  
Standards	
  

Research	
  to	
  Build	
  
and	
  Present	
  
Knowledge	
  

3	
  Grade-­‐Specific	
  
Standards	
  

Range	
  of	
  Wri#ng	
  

1	
  Grade-­‐Specific	
  
Standard	
  



California’s Common Core Content Standards 

Speaking	
  and	
  Listening	
  Standards	
  	
  
2	
  Anchor	
  Standards	
  (Same	
  for	
  all	
  the	
  Grades)	
  

6	
  Grade	
  –Specific	
  Standards	
  

Comprehension	
  
and	
  

Collabora#on	
  

3	
  Grade-­‐Specific	
  
Standards	
  

Presenta#on	
  of	
  
Knowledge	
  and	
  

Ideas	
  

3	
  Grade-­‐Specific	
  
Standards	
  



California’s Common Core Content Standards 

Language	
  Standards	
  	
  
3	
  Anchor	
  Standards	
  (Same	
  for	
  all	
  the	
  Grades)	
  

6	
  Grade	
  –Specific	
  Standards	
  

Conven#ons	
  of	
  
Standard	
  English	
  

2	
  Grade-­‐Specific	
  
Standards	
  

Knowledge	
  of	
  
Language	
  

Begins	
  in	
  Grade	
  2	
  

1	
  Grade	
  Specific	
  
Standard	
  

Vocabulary	
  
Acquisi#on	
  and	
  Use	
  

3	
  Grade-­‐Specific	
  
Standards	
  



Standards for Mathematical Practice 
1.  Make	
  sense	
  of	
  problems	
  and	
  persevere	
  in	
  

solving	
  them.	
  
2.  Reason	
  abstractly	
  and	
  quan#ta#vely.	
  
3.  Construct	
  viable	
  arguments	
  and	
  cri#que	
  the	
  

reasoning	
  of	
  others.	
  
4.  Model	
  with	
  mathema#cs.	
  
5.  Use	
  appropriate	
  tools	
  strategically.	
  
6.  Afend	
  to	
  precision.	
  
7.  Look	
  for	
  and	
  make	
  use	
  of	
  structure.	
  
8.  Look	
  for	
  and	
  express	
  regularity	
  in	
  repeated	
  

reasoning.	
  



How to Read California’s  
CCSS in Math 

Domains	
  are	
  larger	
  groups	
  of	
  related	
  standards.	
  Standards	
  from	
  
different	
  domains	
  may	
  some#mes	
  be	
  closely	
  related.	
  

Clusters	
  summarize	
  groups	
  of	
  related	
  standards.	
  Note	
  that	
  standards	
  
from	
  different	
  clusters	
  may	
  some#mes	
  be	
  closely	
  related,	
  because	
  
mathema#cs	
  is	
  a	
  connected	
  subject.	
  

Standards	
  define	
  what	
  students	
  should	
  understand	
  and	
  be	
  able	
  to	
  do.	
  



California’s Common Core Content Standards 

K	
  -­‐5	
  Math	
  Domains	
  

Coun#ng	
  and	
  
Cardinality	
  

K	
  Only	
  

Opera#ons	
  and	
  
Algebraic	
  Thinking	
  

K-­‐5	
  

Number	
  and	
  
Opera#ons	
  in	
  Base	
  

Ten	
  

K-­‐5	
  

Number	
  and	
  
Opera#ons	
  –	
  
Frac#ons	
  

3-­‐5	
  

Measurement	
  and	
  
Data	
  

K-­‐5	
  

Geometry	
  

K-­‐5	
  



California’s Common Core Content Standards 

6	
  –	
  7	
  Math	
  Domains	
  

Ra#os	
  and	
  
Propor#onal	
  
Rela#onships	
  

The	
  Number	
  
System	
  

Expressions	
  
and	
  Equa#ons	
   Geometry	
   Sta#s#cs	
  and	
  

Probability	
  



California’s Common Core Content Standards 

Grade	
  8	
  Math	
  Domains	
  

The	
  Number	
  
System	
  

Expressions	
  
and	
  Equa#ons	
   Func#ons	
   Geometry	
   Sta#s#cs	
  and	
  

Probability	
  



California’s Common Core Content Standards 

Mathema3cs	
  Standards	
  for	
  High	
  School	
  

Number	
  and	
  
Quan#ty	
   Algebra	
   Func#ons	
   Modeling	
   Geometry	
   Sta#s#cs	
  and	
  

Probability	
  















Thank You! 


